environmental group Greennovate
are greening a special spot and
educating kids, reports Sam Riley

Students kearn at which cyela of anargy u:

sage they can make a differance

sassions held by

“The Big Litter Pickup” in the
mauntains of Zheflarg Provines
£ run by boatiqee reson Naked
Retrents, which atms to pel
people involved in gresning a
special commer of Ching.

Mioganshan. known for it ush
tarmboo forests and obd villas, 16
0 kilomesers from Hangzhow,
capital city of Zhejiang Prove
ince, und 200 kilomesea {rom
Shanghui. _

Threaghout this week, schiools
and interested meembers of the:
public will travel to Moganshan
National Park to pick up rub-
bish and help tesch kids about

* \We get guite a lot of
rubbish from tourism in
Moganshan, especially

In the high season. *

Gabriela Lo
Naked Retreats'

practices.

The program is run in
cooperation with Greennovate,
a sosial business venture, to
improve environmental practices
in China.

‘Greennovate operates the
Greennovate Environmental
Challenge for Kids Outreach
schense that belps kids improve

| their quality of life throagh

understanding the environmental
responsibilitics.

The joint six-month
held its first education sessions
with midde schosol studems from
Moganshan in Febroary,

HNaked Retréats’ manuging
director Gabriels Lo says the
truining is o chanee for the
company i help the commstity
by assisting in the environmental
education of the nest geacration
of decision makers,

“In the last lessons, students
Tearned how we can tell the
{earbon) imprint we have on the
enviranment and about eleciric-
iy, how it is generated and how
producss nre made,” shi says.

Thus, they earn ot which cyele
of energy usngs they can make i

aging director

difference for the enviroament.

The GECKO project has al-
ready been rolled out in schools
in Gujzhou and Hubei provinces, |
with Greennovate's team teach-
ing large classes of receptive
school chikdren,

Greennovate aims to sustain
thal education long ferm, with
local mentors from corpora-
tions taking eover school liaison
and scting 13 environmental
“beacons” for the kids.

Companies, individuals and
schools will also tnke part in this
weck's litter pickup in Mogan-
shan Natiesial Park.

Companies or interested
individuals can take aday p
ar stay evernight and assist in
clean-up uctivities in the national
park sct in pristine mountaing
and Insh bamboo forests,

Sponsorship and donations can
also be made, and for 2,000 yuan
(1153202} a rubbish bin with n
plague acknowledging the donor
can be installed in the park.

As well us receiving u morning
education class, participants will
pet o hinch-and afternio 1A,

L gays,

S of the baisy apots an
tha top of The meountiiy, srouad
tacked-nway Nuked Retreats and
in the village of Mogunshan huve
i limter profbbem, she siys.

Healihy campetition will be
fostered between liter pickap
reame, and hot drinks and cakes
will be waiting when the after-
naat shifis are over,

As part of it philssopiy of
ssisttitnability, Maked Retreats will
rum & candlefit concert at the pic-
furesque 395 Reservoir on March
2R, to colncide with the W Earth
Hour events arousd the world,

To observe Earth Hour, people
around the world switch off their
lights for 2n boar. The concept
was developed in Australia in
2007,

Tn 2008 an estimated 50-100
million people turned off the
lights, Rome's Colosseum and
San Franciseo's Golden Gate
Bridge went dark for an hous.

In Shanghai's Moganshan,
Maked Retreats will organize an
intimate candlelit caneert around
the reservoir, where Spanish
guitarist and singer Abraham
Carmona will perfori his
eclectic music melding hip-bop,
Flamenco, Latin and Middle
Eastern ssunds.

He will be supported by Cli-
wese folk artist Wa Zhaoling and
the drum group Jammala,

Thekets wre 350 yaun
{USS51.47) each. Proceeds will
be split between the World Wild-
lifee Fund and Naked Retreats”
environmental education fund 1o
support the GECKD program in
sehools.

For ntere information aheat the
Hirter plokup week dad the con-
cert, visi wwnakedreireain.on.



